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„In a lonely street by night, a young woman fl ees, pursued 
by mysterious bandits. A cinema affords an unhoped-for 
refuge – but also the occasion to forget her woes in admi-
ring the exploits of the Numidian slave Maciste in Cabiria. 
What better ally could the girl wish for, to free her from her 
persecutors? Soon afterwards, a strange letter arrives at the 
modern studios of Itala Film, addressed to Maciste…
The fi rst fi lm of the series dedicated to Maciste, after the 
huge personal success of the character in Cabiria, explores 
metacinematic suggestions to allow the good giant to aban-
don Carthaginian garb and adopt a more contemporary 
double-breasted suit. In the course of the adventure there is 
no lack of opportunity to show off the gymnastic and circus-
worthy gifts of the hero, who single-handedly takes on the 
entire band of villains; remains suspended in mid-air; infi l-
trates himself, in disguise, into the most varied situations; 
and, in one of the fi lm’s highlights, bound hand and foot, 
lifts a table with his teeth, to climb up and smash the ceiling 
with his shoulders.
The double-breasted suit will be reduced to shreds, but after 
all, “Maciste may lose his shirt, but never his skin! (...)”


